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Investing in the

Paying It Forward

Without a doubt, TVS has played and continues to play an integral 
role in my life. I started TVS in the fifth grade, and soon knew that the 
School was a place that not only provided a stellar education but also 
helped mold strong citizens in our community. The School gave me the 
foundational stepping-stones of study skills and a love of learning that 
strongly influenced my future. At any point after graduating, whether in 
my higher education or in everyday life, I have looked back on my time at 
Trinity Valley and felt grateful for these gifts. 
 My wife, Jennifer, and I returned to Fort Worth in the summer of 2011. 
At the time our daughter, Avery, was 2, and our son, Thomas, had just 
been born. Jennifer, not having grown up in Fort Worth, wanted to visit 
all the private schools prior to making a decision for Avery’s schooling. 
Throughout the process of exploring Fort Worth’s private schools, my love 
for Trinity Valley School and steadfast belief in what TVS has to offer 
surfaced repeatedly. Ultimately, we determined that TVS would be the 
home for our children for the next 13 years and beyond. This was the best 
decision that we could have made. 
 Reflecting on my time spent with the TVS community pushed me to 
restate my question to myself. It now became, why would we not commit 
part of our estate to TVS? A gift allows us to enhance the endowment of 
the School that gave my family and me so much. We are able to pay it 
forward and help Trinity Valley School continue to educate bright young 
minds and cultivate model citizens.

Winter 2017

Upon reading about the Stephen Seleny Society 
for the first time, I did not think that planned 
giving pertained to me. I was 34 years old and 

had not even considered a gift of this nature to Trinity 
Valley School. It was at this point, however, that I 
began to reflect on my time at TVS and the ways it 
helped shape me into the person I am today. 

Invest in  
Tomorrow’s Leaders  
I f  TVS has touched your l ife 

and you want to ensure that it 

continues to transform lives far 

into the future, contact Margaret 

Kramer at 817.321.0100 today to 

explore how you can join David in 

the Stephen Seleny Society. 

When David Kostohryz Jr. ’97 and 
his wife, Jennifer, returned to Fort 

Worth, they chose TVS for their 
children, Avery and Thomas. 

By David Kostohryz Jr.  ’97

FUTURE
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Be Part of Our 
Bright Future 

CONTACT Margaret Kramer at 

kramerm@trinityvalleyschool.org 

or 817.321.0100 if you have 

any questions about supporting 

the future of Trinity 

Valley School. 

RETURN the enclosed 

reply card to get your 

FREE guide Your Will 
Planning Timeline.

VISIT  
www.trinityvalleyschool.org to 

learn more about how we’re 

transforming lives and how you 

can help.  

With a Will, There’s a Way
Create Your Vision for the Future With This 
Important Document

One way you can ensure that your values endure is through will planning. 
Will planning is the highly personal process of deciding how your assets will 
be distributed after your lifetime. 

Start at the Beginning 
Create a will. Through this important document, you can direct the division of 
your property the way you choose. If Trinity Valley School has been important 
in your life, you can also include a gift to support our future.
 
     Already have a will? Don’t set it and forget it! Review it every couple 

of years to ensure that it has kept pace with your life. A new marriage, 

divorce, birth or death of a family member are events that should trigger 

a review to make sure that your will still protects the people you love. 

Talk It Out
Go a Step Further
If supporting TVS is a part of your future plans, share your intentions with 
loved ones. Does your family know why the School is important to you? Tell 
them! These conversations help ensure that your family understands your 
intentions. You could also inspire them to make a connection with  
our mission.

Take Control of Your Legacy 
Contact us and we’ll help you get started with creating a plan that protects 
the important people and causes in your life. 

Momentous events like a milestone birthday, the 
arrival of a grandchild or retirement are times to 
celebrate and reflect on where your family has been 
and what the future might hold. It’s also a chance 
to think about the values you hope to pass on to 
future generations. 
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   Please send me the free guide 
Your Will Planning Timeline to 
help me create a plan for the 
future that reflects my values.  

   I want to learn more about planning 
a gift to support Trinity Valley School 
because it has been important in my 
life. Please contact me to discuss my 
giving options.

   I have included the School in my estate 
plan but haven’t yet notified you. 

Please take a moment to tell us  
why you support TVS on the back  
of this reply card. Thank you for 

supporting our mission! 

Please complete and return in the 
enclosed envelope today. Thank you!

Name (Please print)

Address

City, State                                               ZIP

Telephone

Email

We respect your privacy. Information collected here will not be shared 
outside of our organization.

Plan With  
a Purpose 



Margaret Kramer, Director of Advancement

7500 Dutch Branch Road

Fort Worth, TX 76132

817.321.0100 | kramerm@trinityvalleyschool.org

www.trinityvalleyschool.org
Your Will  
Planning Timeline
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advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for 
hypothetical purposes only and are subject to change. References to estate and 
income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law 
may impact your results.

A gift to our organization can help recognize 

your appreciation for our work. If you have 

already included a gift to us in your will, 

would you please take a moment to let us 

know? That way, we can make sure that 

your wishes are fulfilled. 

Share Your 
Generosity

4 Reasons to Create 
Your Will  

 

• You have children.

• You own a business.

•  You want to support an 

organization that has had an 

impact on your life.

•  You want to direct where your 

assets go after your passing.

Have a Question? 
We Can Help. 
Contact us for more information about 

including our organization in your will.

Margaret Kramer

Director of Advancement

817.321.0100

kramerm@trinityvalleyschool.org
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We all try to plan ahead for the future and make adjustments as our needs and priorities change 

through the years. Perhaps you’ve made a connection with a cause close to your heart that you want 

to support well into the future. Or maybe you have loved ones you want to provide for after your 

lifetime. Now is the time to connect the dots and create a plan to protect what matters to you.

THE 4 STAGES OF WILL PLANNING 

I don’t have a will. Do I really need one?
A will is the single most important estate planning 

document an adult can have, no matter your age  

or income level. If you have children or own 

property or possessions—a car, home or bank 

account—you need a will. If you pass away  

without one, you’ll leave decisions about the 

distribution of your estate up to the state in which 

you live. You can save time, money and heartache 

for your loved ones by taking care of this now.

1 

I’m ready to create my will.
Congratulations! You’ve taken the first step to 

creating a secure future. Work with an estate 

planning attorney to compile a list of assets  

and define your giving priorities. Consider  

the people and causes that you want to receive 

specific possessions. You will also need to select  

an executor to implement your will after  

your passing, as well as name guardians for any 

children or dependents under your care.

2 
I want to update my will.
This is a simple process. Experts recommend 

reviewing your will every couple of years—you can 

change your will at any time. Consult with your 

estate planning attorney about adding a codicil to 

add to or revise your will. Review this list to see if 

any of the circumstances prompt a review or update:

• A new marriage

• The birth of a child

• Grown children are self-sufficient

• The passing of a loved one

• Changes in tax law 

• You want to make a gift to our organization

3 
I have a will, but want to do more.
A will is a good start. Think about including 

additional documents to create a well-coordinated 

estate plan:

•  Health care power of attorney—enables someone 

you trust to make medical decisions on your 

behalf in the event of an illness or disability.

•  Financial power of attorney—allows a 

representative to handle your financial decisions 

if you become unable to do so.

•  A living will—protects your wishes related to 

prolonged health care and terminal conditions.

•  A legacy letter—outlines your wishes and values 

in more detail in your own words.
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