
Specifications for Parents:  What Device Does My Child Need for the BYOD? 
 
 
Entering Grades 9 & 10 
 
What is required: Any model of laptop or tablet with a 7” screen or larger 
 
Do I have to buy a new laptop or tablet?  
If you already own a laptop or tablet with a 7” screen or larger, it will be fine.  
 
Will my child need any specific software? 
Your child’s laptop or tablet should have a browser that is HTML5 compatible*. That will be sufficient to run 
most Web 2.0 applications and subscription Web services that your child will use in class. In some cases, we 
may license school-owned software to your child’s device. 
 
What about the Office Suite? 
The Microsoft Office suite of software is helpful, but not required. Word processing and presentations can 
be done with online services such as GoogleDrive.  
 
Does my child need a device that will run Flash?  
If a flash-based Web site is required for one of your child’s classes and your child’s device will not run flash 
videos, we can provide him/her with a flash compatible browser. 
 
Does my child still need a graphing calculator? 
Yes. This device will not replace the graphing calculator, which is required for Algebra 2 and beyond.   This 
requirement is spelled out in our course descriptions.    
 
Is a Kindle or a Nook OK? 
Yes, as long as it has Wi Fi connectivity, a 7" or larger screen and an HTML5 compatible browser. 
 
Are there any other recommendations regarding this purchase? 
There are some upper-level courses, such as the AP sciences and accelerated math courses, for which a 
laptop may be much more suitable than a tablet. You may want to consider this before purchasing a tablet 
for your upper school child. 
 
 
* HTML5 Compatible Browsers: 

 Internet Explorer 9 & 10 
 Firefox 7 and higher 
 Chrome 14 and higher 
 Safari 5 and higher 
 Opera 11 and higher 
 Mobile Safari 3.2 and higher 
 Opera Mobile 5 and higher 
 Android 2.1 and higher 

 
 


