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Phonics-based reading and 
writing skills, vocabulary 
expansion, creative 
writing using phonetic 
spelling, and literature 
to enhance units of study 
and encourage critical 
thinking.  Wide range of 
genres introduced.

LIBRARY: Book checkout; 
weekly exploration of a 
variety of literature.

Awareness of self, friends 
and family; study of 
communities and cultures; 
geography and map 
skills; beginning study 
of American history and 
government, citizenship, 
money, and trade.

Emphasis on number 
sense; manipulative 
activities to explore 
numbers and patterns, 
sorting, classifying, 
geometry, measurement, 
money, time, addition and 
subtraction, graphing, 
ordinals, fractions, 
measurement.

Digital Learning Specialist 
integrates technology with 
classroom curriculum.  
Students also visit Digital 
Learning Lab weekly.  Basic 
computer and keyboarding 
skills, use of software in 
creative writing, phonics 
and number concepts, 
digital safety and 
citizenship, blogging,  
use of apps for creating 
videos, screencasts and 
ePub books.

Hands-on study of the 
natural world; varied 
experiences with living 
and non-living things, 
matter, and energy; 
investigative and 
observational skills 
developed.

Spanish lessons four 
days a week include 
natural teacher modeling, 
Total Physical Response, 
Symtalk, paired practice, 
and group activities 
emphasizing elementary 
listening/speaking 
skills with a graduated 
introduction to reading 
and writing. Chinese 
lessons once a week 
include introduction to 
basic language skills  
and exposure to  
Chinese culture.

K ONLY: Art incorporated 
in the classroom; music 
with music instructor every 
day. GRADES 1-2: Fine 
art classes meet daily, 
with students rotating 
on a weekly schedule 
between art and music. 
Each year students are 
introduced to more and 
varied visual artists, media, 
and techniques.  Music 
uses the Kodaly approach 
and Orff instruments.  
Speaking, role play, 
and performance skills 
developed in creative 
dramatics and grade- 
level productions.

Daily lessons containing 
warm-up, fitness activity, 
movement concept 
activity, and cool-down. 
Movement Education 
emphasizes space, time, 
body awareness, effort, 
and relationships.
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Literature-based approach 
to reading including 
novels and author studies 
to encourage literal and 
interpretive connections; 
emphasis on writing 
concepts and mechanics, 
vocabulary, grammar,  
and spelling. 

LIBRARY: Library and 
research skills coordinated 
with classroom teachers.

Study of regions of 
the U.S., history, and 
government; awareness 
of current events; 
research-based projects 
and introduction to essay 
writing.

Emphasis on mental 
computation; 
multiplication and division 
skills; linear and fluid 
measurements; problem 
solving, geometry, 
fractions, ratios, and 
percents.

Introduction to Productivity 
Applications (Word, Excel, 
Powerpoint), blogging, 
digital safety and 
citizenship, Makerspace in 
the Digital Learning Lab 
(circuits, MakeyMakey kits, 
Legos, etc.), computational 
thinking taught through 
coding apps and web-
based programs.

Research skills utilized in 
the studies of life, physical, 
and earth sciences; cycles 
on Earth and in space; 
implementation of 
research and investigation, 
developed through 
activities in the Lower 
School Exploratorium.

Spanish lessons four 
days a week include 
natural teacher modeling, 
Total Physical Response, 
Symtalk, paired practice, 
and group activities 
emphasizing elementary 
listening/speaking 
skills with a graduated 
introduction to reading 
and writing. Chinese 
lessons once a week 
include introduction to 
basic language skills  
and exposure to  
Chinese culture.

Fine art classes meet daily, 
with students rotating 
on a weekly schedule 
between art and music. 
Each year students are 
introduced to more and 
varied visual artists, media, 
and techniques.  Music 
uses the Kodaly approach 
and Orff instruments.  
Speaking, role play, 
and performance skills 
developed in creative 
dramatics and grade- 
level productions.

Sports skills, rhythm, 
dance, cooperative 
activities, gymnastics skills, 
jump rope skills, and many 
others.  Benefits derived 
include: feeling better 
about self and world; 
learning family-oriented 
activities; increasing social 
skills, sportsmanship, 
confidence, leadership; 
lowering cholesterol, 
blood pressure, chances 
for obesity, risk of Type II 
diabetes; stimulating  
brain function; and 
learning that physical 
activity is for a lifetime.

Literature-based reading 
program promotes analytical 
and critical thinking, 
vocabulary development, 
and understanding of literary 
elements.  Writing instruction 
focuses on composition and 
application of grammar and 
usage skills.

LIBRARY: Information literacy 
skills developed.

GRADE 5: Explores ancient 
civilizations through Protestant 
Reformation, and major world 
religions.  
GRADE 6: Global Studies 
explores contemporary 
geography and culture to 
develop an understanding of 
the world through projects, 
case studies, and simulations.

GRADE 5: Emphasis on 
fraction and decimal 
relationships; computation 
with rational numbers; 
advanced number sense 
and numeration; algebraic 
expressions and equations; 
geometry, ratios, proportions, 
and percents.

Middle School students are 
assessed each year to ensure 
proper placement into various 
math courses in grades 6-8.
GRADE 6: Introduction to 
Pre-Algebra or Pre-Algebra

GRADE 5: Focus on 
keyboarding and productivity 
application proficiency.  
Students and teachers utilize 
Canvas learning management 
system.
GRADE 6: 1:1 iPad 
program; students increase 
computational thinking skills 
by learning how to program 
computers using platforms 
such as Scratch and Processing.

Regular Coding classes.

GRADE 5: Lab experiments 
and studies focus on human 
body, genetics, photosynthesis, 
Newton’s Laws, electricity, 
simple machines, states of 
matter.  
GRADE 6: Life Science - Lab 
experiments and studies focus 
on the scientific method and 
include cell biology, genetics, 
botany, zoology, nutrition, and 
environmental studies.

Students study Spanish 
and Mandarin Chinese for a 
semester each in 5th grade 
in preparation for choosing 
a language in sixth grade. 
Emphasis on proficiency 
in conversation skills and 
grammar.

Students rotate among visual 
art and music.  Visual arts 
include drawing, ceramics, 
paint, photography, digital 
editing, and art history. 
Music includes Kodaly and 
Orff approach; singing; 
composing; reading 
music; movement; playing 
instruments; harmonizing; 
creating rhythm patterns; 
orchestrating; improvisation; 
ear training; sight-reading 
skills; and basic music 
theory.  Students can choose 
to participate in drama club 
which includes creative 
expression and acting skills. 

Sports skills, rhythm, dance, 
cooperative activities, 
gymnastics skills, jump rope 
skills, and many others.  
Benefits derived include: 
feeling better about self and 
world; learning family-
oriented activities; increasing 
social skills, sportsmanship, 
confidence, leadership; 
lowering cholesterol, blood 
pressure, chances for obesity, 
risk of Type II diabetes; 
stimulating brain function;  
and learning that physical 
activity is for a lifetime.

HUMANITIES: Integrates the 
disciplines of English and 
social studies, with literature 
complementing historical study. 
Seventh grade focuses on the 
theme “Adapting to Change,” 
studying Texas and early United 
States history.  Eighth grade 
focuses on the theme of “Creating 
an Identity,” studying United 
States history from the 1800s 
to the present.  Emphasis is 
placed on persuasive writing that 
incorporates textual evidence; 
application of grammar and 
vocabulary; and development of 
analytical and critical thinking 
skills.

LIBRARY: Emphasis on accessing, 
evaluating, and using information 
in a creative and ethical manner.

Middle School students are 
assessed each year to ensure 
proper placement into various 
math courses in grades 6-8.
GRADE 7: Pre-Algebra or Algebra I
GRADE 8: Algebra I or Geometry

1:1 iPad program, opportunities 
for coding electives and coding 
club, emphasis on digital safety 
and citizenship.

GRADE 7: Earth Science: Lab 
experiments and studies focus 
on geology, meteorology, 
oceanography, astronomy, 
topography, paleontology. 
GRADE 8: Integrated Physics 
and Chemistry: Lab experiences 
emphasize use of scientific 
method and relationships between 
mathematics and science.

All students take Latin in addition 
to either Spanish or Mandarin 
Chinese.  Emphasis on reading 
comprehension, cultural 
awareness, global language, 
introduction to critical thinking 
and analytical skills.

Students rotate among visual 
art, music, and drama. Visual arts 
include drawing, ceramics, paint, 
photography, digital editing, 
and art history.  Music includes 
Kodaly and Orff approach; singing; 
composing; reading music; 
movement; playing instruments; 
harmonizing; creating rhythm 
patterns; orchestrating; 
improvisation; ear training; sight-
reading skills; and basic music 
theory.  Drama includes creative 
expression and acting skills.
Students can choose to participate 
in the annual musical.

Daily P.E. (45 minutes) or Athletics 
(1-1½ hours) for all seventh- and 
eighth-grade students.  Seventh- 
and eighth-grade students are 
encouraged to participate on 
competitive athletic teams. 
Competitive sports include 
Baseball, Basketball, Cheer, Cross 
Country, Field Hockey, Football, 
Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball, Tennis, 
Track, and Volleyball. 

No-cut policy for seventh- and 
eighth-grade athletics.

GRADE 9: English 
GRADE 10: English
GRADE 11: AP English: Language 
and Composition; College 
Preparatory English 11
GRADE 12: AP English: Literature, 
College Preparatory English 12
GRADE 9-12: 
Creative Writing I
Creative Writing II
Intro to Journalism

GRADE 9: Ancient and  
Medieval History
GRADE 10: Modern World History
(Reg. or Honors) 
GRADE 11: US History (Reg. or AP) 
GRADE 11-12: AP US Government, 
AP Macroeconomics, US 
Government, Economics, AP 
Psychology, AP Human Geography, 
20th Century World Conflicts
GRADE 12: Contemporary 
Problems in Constitutional Law,
Presidential Politics, British History

Algebra I,  Algebra II (Reg. or 
Honors); Geometry (Reg. or 
Honors); Precalculus (Reg. or 
Honors), Accelerated Precalculus/
Calculus, AP Calculus AB,
AP Calculus BC;  Advanced Topics 
I & II; Statistics, Data Analysis & 
Probability; Statistics (Reg. or AP)

COMPUTER SCIENCE: Digital 
Images I & II, Systems & Devices, 
Intro. to Computer Science, 
Computing, Fabrication, & 
Facilitation, AP Computer Science, 
Data Structures

GRADE 9: Biology (Reg. or Honors)
GRADE 10: Chemistry (Reg. or 
Honors)
GRADE 11-12: AP Biology, 
AP Chemistry, Meteorology, 
Environmental Science, Physics 
(Reg. or Honors), AP Physics C

CHINESE: Chinese I, II, III, IV, AP
FRENCH: French I, II, III, IV, AP
SPANISH: Spanish II, III, IV, AP
LATIN: Latin II, III, IV, AP

THEATER: Theater Arts, Technical 
Theater I & II, Stage Acting I & II, 
Theater Design, Theater Directing, 
Improvisation
MUSIC: Choir, Honors Choir
VISUAL: Art I, Advanced Art Il & lII, 
Photography I & II, Studies in Glass, 
3-Dimensional Studies, Senior 
Portfolios
DANCE: Ballet, Hip Hop, Jazz, 
Lyrical

Competitive sports participation 
is offered in the Upper School on 
both Varsity and Junior Varsity 
levels.  Competitive sports include 
Baseball, Basketball, Cheer, Cross 
Country, Field Hockey, Football, 
Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball, Tennis, 
Track, Golf, and Volleyball. 

Tryouts for Varsity; no-cut policy for 
Junior Varsity.

*FOR DETAILED COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (INCLUDING US CROSS-DEPARTMENTAL ELECTIVES) AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS, SEE THE ACADEMICS TAB AT TVS.ORG


